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Ishigakijima Beach Hotel Sunshine
Achieves International GSTC Certification for Sustainable Tourism.
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Ishigakijima Beach Hotel Sunshine (Sunshine Co., Ltd.; Head Office: 2484 Arakawa, Ishigaki City,
Okinawa; President & Representative Director : Yoko AKAGI) has obtained GSTC certification
—the international standard for sustainable tourism—effective December 23, 2025. This marks
the second case among Japanese-owned hotels in Japan and the first in Okinawa Prefecture.
Located in the Yaeyama Islands at the southwestern most point of Okinawa Prefecture, Ishigakijima
Beach Hotel Sunshine will continue to pursue sustainable operations unique to the hotel, working
together with the local community.
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We are deeply honored to have conducted the GSTC certification audit for Ishigakijima Beach
Hotel Sunshine.

Surrounded by the rich natural environment of the sea and coral reefs, the hotel actively promotes
the appeal of Yaesyama’s nature and culture while practicing environmentally conscious, sustainable
operations. These efforts include educating guests about light pollution, offering stargazing tours
that incorporate traditional cultural experiences, and providing guided tours of its on-site gardens.
Moreover, as a locally owned hotel, its strong commitment to community engagement and its role
as a model for regionally rooted sustainable tourism are particularly noteworthy.
Confirming that these initiatives meet international standards through GSTC certification carries
significant meaning not only for Ishigaki Island but also for advancing sustainable tourism
throughout Japan.
We sincerely look forward to seeing Ishigaki Island continue to lead and inspire the promotion of
sustainable tourism in the future.

B January 9, 2026 (Fri): An official event was held to commemorate
the achievement of GSTC certification.
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M January 9, 2026 (Fri): An official event was held to commemorate the achievement of GSTC
certification.
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“Sustainable Tourism Development” Workshop
Organized by: Ishigaki City Tourism and Exchange Association (General Incorporated Association)
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Lecture by the Independent Group Discussion
International Certification Body “For Sustainable Tourism in Ishigaki City”
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President & Representative Director General Manager of Sunshine Co., Ltd.
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We would like to express our sincere gratitude to our valued guests who continue to support
Ishigakijima Beach Hotel Sunshine, to the local communities of the Yaeyama Islands, to our business
partners, and to everyone who has supported us.

We are deeply honored to have obtained GSTC certification, and we accept this achievement with a
renewed sense of responsibility and commitment.

As a locally owned hotel, each of our employees has sincerely engaged with and conveyed to our
guests the rich natural environment, culture, and close ties with the local community of the
Yaeyama Islands—values we have cherished since our founding. We believe these long-standing
efforts have led to this certification.

Moving forward, by balancing both “comfortable stays” and “sustainability,” we will continue to
work together with our guests and the local community toward a more sustainable future.
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Support from JaSCA and LOOPORT Co., Ltd. In achieving this certification, we received
comprehensive support from the Japan Sustainability Coordinator Association (JaSCA) and
LOOPORT Co., Ltd., organizations specializing in sustainable tourism. Based on their professional
expertise, they helped organize and visualize our long-standing initiatives in alignment with
international standards while providing extensive support in building a framework to preserve and
pass on the nature and culture of the Yaeyama Islands.
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A tranquil environment surrounded by nature, with views of Taketomi Island.
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The Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC®) is an organization that develops and manages
global standards for sustainable tourism, known as the GSTC Criteria. It also provides an assurance
framework for certification in sustainable tourism.

GSTC was established in 2007 as a coalition of 32 partner organizations, led by the Rainforest
Alliance, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Foundation
(UN Foundation), and the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO, now UN Tourism).
Its mission is to deepen understanding of sustainable tourism practices and to incorporate and
promote universal principles of sustainable tourism worldwide.
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Opened in August 1979, Ishigakijima Beach Hotel Sunshine is an oceanfront resort hotel located on
the west coast of Ishigaki Island.
As a locally owned hotel, we aim to share the unique charm of the Yaeyama Islands through guest
experiences such as accommodation, dining, and activities, while helping preserve the region’s rich
natural environment for future generations.
From the hotel, guests can enjoy stunning sunsets over the sea, with views of Taketomi and Iriomote
Islands, and seasonal sightings of the Southern Cross constellation. Since 2008, we have implemented
light pollution reduction measures and offer stargazing tours that introduce Yaeyama'’s star culture.
We are committed to sustainability through environmentally friendly garden management, the
promotion of bring-your-own-bottle travel, and cuisine prepared with locally sourced ingredients.
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Responsible lighting control to preserve the night sky and nocturnal wildlife
(Light Pollution Control)

- T CEINDEM TR ONZRTIVER
(BEESAIEDHA BY 7 —Z&T7322> TVWKXT k5 FEKIRE)
A hotel garden adorned with locally beloved plants.

(Guided garden stroll tours are available — limited to the Golden Week holidays in May)
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Promoting “My Bottle Travel” to reduce plastic waste.
Water refill stations are available for guests to use with their own bottles.
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Regular internal training sessions on sustainable tourism are conducted to
strengthen our commitment to responsible hospitality.

[ | IZ SHEEE MContact Information
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18 Contact person : E#4(Toume). *REA (Jiroku)
TEL(+81) 980-82-8611
E-MAIL: info@ishigakijima-sunshine.net
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